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CONFIDENTIAL MANILA 09496 

E.O. 11652 
TAGS: ELAB, RP 

SUBJECT: FILIPINO CHURCHMEN TO VISIT MOSCOW 
REF: (A) MANILA 18398 NOV 77, (B) MANILA 7672 

1 . SUMMARY: THE REVEREND GEORGE CASTRO AND EIGHT OTHER 
CHURCHMEN ARE TO BE THE GUESTS OF THE RUSSIAN ORTHODOX 
CHURCH AND THE COUNCIL OF BAPTIST CHURCHES OF THE SOVIET 
UNION FROM JUNE 14 THROUGH JUNE 24. THIS IS THE SECOND 

OF THE TWO RECENT SOVIET EFFORTS TO DEVELOP AN EXCHANGE 
PROGRAM WITH PHILIPPINE INSTITUTIONS. IN APRIL AN 1 1-MAN 
PHILIPPINE LABOR DELEGATION TO THE WFTU PRAGUE CONVENTION 
WAS GIVEN A WEEK'S VISIT TO MOSCOW AND THE UKRAINE. END 
SUMMARY. 
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2. THE REVEREND GEORGE CASTRO TOLD LABATT JUNE 5 THAT HE 
AND THE EIGHT OTHER FORMER CHAIRMEN OF THE NATIONAL 
COUNCIL OF CHURCHES, AN ECUMENICAL COUNCIL, WOULD BE 
DEPARTING MANILA FOR MOSCOW JUNE 14 FOR A 10 DAY ALL- 
EXPENSES-PAID VISIT. THEY WILL BE THE GUESTS OF THE 
RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH AND THE COUNCIL OF BAPTIST 
CHURCHES OF THE SOVIET UNION. THIS INVITATION WAS ORIGI- 
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NALLY EXTENDED LAST AUTUMN BY A THREE MAN DELEGATION FROM 
THE RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH WHEN THEY ADDRESSED THE 
CHEERS EXECUTIVE CENTER BREAKFAST CLUB THAT CASTRO CON- 
DUCTS AT HIS RESTAURANT. ORIGINALLY, IT WAS THE INTENT 
OF THE RUSSIANS THAT THE FILIPINOS VISIT THE USSR LAST 
WINTER. CASTRO NOTED, HOWEVER, THAT THE FILIPINOS 
OBJECTED TO THE COLD MOSCOW WINTER WEATHER AND ASKED FOR 
A POSTPONEMENT TO SOME TIME THIS SUMMER. WHEN THE RUS- 
SIAN BISHOPS ADDRESSED CASTRO'S GROUP, THEY SPOKE ABOUT 
THEIR FREEDOM TO PRACTICE THEIR RELIGION. CASTRO EXPECTS 
THE RUSSIANS TO PRESENT THEM WITH A SHOW-AND-TELL PROGRAM 
THAT EXPANDS ON THE RELIGIOUS FREEDOM THEME. 

3. CASTRO VOLUNTEERED THAT THE NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE 
SECURITY AUTHORITY (NISA) HAS BEEN CONDUCTING A SECURITY 
ORIENTATION FOR THE GROUP. SO FAR THEY HAVE BEEN TOLD 
HOW THE KGB MAY TRY TO PUT DRUGS IN THEIR FOOD OR SET THEM 
UP WITH WOMEN IN COMPROMISING SCENES SO AS TO BE ABLE TO 
OBTAIN GOVERNMENT SECRETS. CASTRO FACETIOUSLY SAID, "I'M 
SAFE; I DON'T KNOW ANY SECRETS." IN ADDITION TO BEING A 
PAST CHAIRMAN OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES, CASTRO 
IS A PAST CHAIRMAN OF THE CHURCH/MILITARY LIAISON COM- 
MITTEE, PRESIDENT OF THE CHRISTIAN LITERATURE SOCIETY, 
DIRECTOR OF THE PRINTING INDUSTRIES ASSOCIATION, DIRECTOR 
OF THE BOY SCOUTS, GENERAL SECRETARY OF THE EVANGELICAL 
METHODIST CHURCH, PAST GENERAL SECRETARY OF THE BILLY 
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GRAHAM CRUSADE, AND A MEMBER OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF 
THE WORLD METHODIST COUNCIL. 

4. THIS VISIT PARALLELS THE RECENTLY COMPLETED VISIT OF 
10 FILIPINO TRADE UNIONISTS AND ONE JOURNALIST WHO WERE 
IN MOSCOW AS GUESTS OF THE ALL UNION CENTRAL COUNCIL OF 
TRADE UNIONS (AUCCTU) FOR ONE WEEK IN APRIL AFTER ATTEND- 
ING THE PRAGUE CONVENTION OF THE WFTU (REF B). THAT 
EARLIER VISIT WAS ARRANGED BY TWO SOVIET UNION "TRADE 
UNIONISTS" WHEN THEY WERE IN MANILA LAST OCTOBER (REF A). 
MURPHY 
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